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Low Safety Standards 

During the Soviet period, the Baltic countries depended primarily on nuclear power produced at 

the Ignalina plant in Lithuania. Until now, all three countries have been linked to the BRELL 

ring which is still operated in a synchronous mode with the Russian and Belarusian electricity 

systems. After the Soviet-built Ignalina nuclear power plant was finally shut down in 2009 on the 

grounds that it carried the same risk of nuclear hazard as other RBMK reactors, such as that used 

in Chernobyl, the Baltic countries strove to became importers of electricity. They now import 

over 70 percent of its electricity from Russia, Belarus, Latvia, Estonia, Poland, and Scandinavian 

countries.  

Belarus’ Astravets NPP also has raised concerns over safety, particularly in neighboring 

Lithuania. In 1993 Belarusian scientists conducted the Feasibility Study on “Possible Locations 

for Construction of Nuclear Power Plants within the Territory of the Republic of Belarus.” The 

Study concluded that out of 28 potential sites for constructing NPPs in Belarus, the Astravets site 

was reported as unsuitable because of its heightened seismic risk area. Belarusian scientists 

warned that the construction site was located on two tectonic fault lines, which created the risk of 

local earthquakes. Nevertheless, on December 20, 2008, the Belarusian leadership finally 

decided that that the plant would be built in Astravets, just 10 miles away from the Lithuanian 

and NATO border, without any scientific justification, official discussions with Lithuania, or 

cross-border environmental impact assessments and in violation of the Convention on Nuclear 

Safety, the Espoo, and Aarhus conventions. Belarus has ignored objections raised by its 

neighbors, by its own population, and by international experts’ findings regarding suitability of 

the site, transparency of the project implementation, standards of environmental protection, and 

nuclear safety. 

In 2013, the International Atomic Energy Agency adopted a recommendation not to construct 

nuclear power plants in locations less than 62 miles off major cities. Any large-scale accident in 

Astravets NPP would affect Lithuania’s capital Vilnius and about 1/3 of the entire national 

population. 

https://www.iaea.org/newscenter/multimedia/videos/the-decommissioning-of-ignalina-nuclear-power-plant
https://www.globalsecurity.org/military/world/europe/baltic-sea.htm
https://www.globalsecurity.org/military/world/europe/baltic-sea.htm
https://www.world-nuclear.org/information-library/nuclear-fuel-cycle/nuclear-power-reactors/appendices/rbmk-reactors.aspx
http://aei.pitt.edu/94363/1/studies_74_troublesome_investment_net.pdf
https://www.livescience.com/37052-types-of-faults.html
https://www.urm.lt/default/en/news/statement-by-the-ministry-of-foreign-affairs-on-astravets-nuclear-power-plant-under-construction-in-belarus-
https://www.iaea.org/topics/nuclear-safety-conventions/convention-nuclear-safety
https://www.iaea.org/topics/nuclear-safety-conventions/convention-nuclear-safety
https://www.unece.org/env/eia/eia.html
https://ec.europa.eu/environment/aarhus/


Furthermore, there is widespread concern about poor occupational safety practices during the 

reactor’s construction. A few accidents, not reported to neighboring countries, have marred work 

on the project. The most serious incident occurred in 2016 when a reactor vessel was damaged 

and subsequently replaced after international pressure. Belarusian local news reported that a 

nuclear reactor shell had been dropped while being moved. Rosatom, the nuclear plant’s main 

contractor, denied the reactor shell had been damaged, and insisted on continuing the work.  

In July 2018 a stress test report was published which established that the Astravets NPP project 

has serious deviations from international nuclear safety requirements, and provided important 

recommendations for their elimination, which continues to be delayed by the Belarusian side.  

 

https://www.nuclear-power.net/nuclear-power-plant/nuclear-reactor/reactor-pressure-vessel/
http://www.ensreg.eu/sites/default/files/attachments/hlg_p2018-36_155_belarus_stress_test_peer_review_report_0.pdf

