
*All biographies are accurate as of the time of the fellowship. 

 

Summer 2017 

Maryna Bardina (Ukraine) is the assistant to Serhii Leshchenko, a Member of Parliament in Ukraine who 
serves on the Anticorruption Committee. Additionally, she is an alum of the Association of Bohdan 
Hawrylyshyn Foundation and a member of the NGO Poltava Platform. She received her MA in Sociology 
from the National University of Kyiv-Mohyla Academy and was awarded a Michael Swafford Scholarship by 
Kyiv’s International Institute of Sociology. In 2015, she graduated from the Visegrad Academy for Political 
Leadership. 

Katarzyna Pisarska (Poland) is the founder and director of the European Academy of Diplomacy in 
Warsaw, Poland and the Visegrad School of Political Studies, under the auspices of the Council of Europe. 
She is also the program director at the international Warsaw Security Forum, an assistant professor at the 
Warsaw School of Economics, an associate scholar at the Center for European Policy Analysis in Washington 
DC, and a visiting professor at the Azerbaijan Diplomatic Academy in Baku. She is a graduate of the 
University of Łódź (Poland) and earned a Ph.D. in economics from the Warsaw School of Economics and an 
MA in European politics and administration from the College of Europe. Ms. Pisarska is the author of The 
Domestic Dimension of Public Diplomacy – evaluating success through civil engagement. 

Jonas Survila (Lithuania) is a senior advisor to the chairman of the Homeland Union-Lithuanian Christian 
Democrats Party with a focus on Lithuania’s and other Baltic states’ energy, information war, and foreign 
policies, as well as strategic communications in domestic politics. He is a Member of the Board and the Policy 
Committee of the HU-LCD Party and former chief advisor and director of the office of Gabrielius 
Landsbergis, a Member of the European Parliament (2014-16). He earned his BA in political science from the 
Institute of International Relations and Political Science of Vilnius University. 

Oleksandra Ustinova (Ukraine) is a Member of the Board of the Anticorruption Action Center in Ukraine 
where she directs communications strategies and advocacy campaigns. She also manages the Corruption in 
Healthcare Project, which focuses on reforming the procurement process. Ms. Ustinova was the first 
secretary of the Civil Oversight Council at the National Anti-Corruption Bureau of Ukraine and one of the 
founders of the Ukrainian Crisis Media Center. She earned her MA in political science from the National 
University of Kyiv-Mohyla Academy. 

Veronika Víchová (Czech Republic) is an analyst at the Kremlin Watch Program at the European Values 
Think-Tank in Prague, Czech Republic. She has co-authored a study on how Kremlin propaganda portrays 
European leaders, which was published by the Atlantic Council. She graduated from Masaryk University in 
Brno, Czech Republic. 

 

 

 

 



Fall 2017 

J.B. (Czech Republic) works at the Ministry of the Interior of the Czech Republic where she specializes in 
new forms of threats to internal security and relations with international partners. She completed her MA in 
international relations with a focus on international security at the Institute of Political Studies in Paris.  

Małgorzata Grzegrzółka (Poland) is the director of the Military Programmes Division of the Warsaw 
Institute for Strategic Initiatives (WISI) – a Warsaw-based think tank that she co-founded, that focuses on 
security and defense issues. Previously, she was the executive director of the National Centre for Strategic 
Studies and also directed the Organizing Committee of the Warsaw Security Forum. Małgorzata is the co-
author of “Toward an Effective Minilateralism: The Polish Experience” in the Visegrad Group as part of the 
project that examined the achievements and challenges related to the Visegrad countries integration into the 
EU, organized by the German Council on Foreign Relations. 

Olena Halushka (Ukraine) is the head of international relations at the Anticorruption Action Center in Kyiv. 
Previously, she worked as chief of international advocacy with the post-Maidan coalition of 80 CSOs on the 
“Reanimation Package of Reforms” (2015-2017). Olena served as a member of the Kyiv City Council, as the 
deputy chair of the Council’s Commission on Housing, Municipal Utility Services and Energy (2014-2015) 
where she focused on energy saving measures and promoted energy literacy among citizens. Olena studied at 
Lviv National University and graduated with honors in 2010, earning a MA in economic theory. She later 
earned a PhD in international economics from Kyiv National University in 2016.   

Igors Kalejs (Latvia) is the Senior Desk Officer of the NATO and European in the Security Policy 
Department in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA) of Latvia. From 2015-16 Igors served in the Latvian 
Embassy in Belarus as the Second Secretary and from 2013-14 he served as the Military Assistant to the 
President of Latvia. Prior to that he served in the National Armed Forces of Latvia he was the Officer-in-
Charge of the president’s security team accompanying the president on domestic and foreign travel. While 
serving in the military, he also served with peacekeeping missions with Latvia’s National Contingent in 
KFOR, in Kosovo, as well as a Close Protection Team Leader in ISAF, Afghanistan. Igors is a graduate of 
the National Defence Academy of Latvia and at the time of the fellowship was pursuing a MA in 
international relations at Stradiš University in Riga. 

Anna Korbut (Ukraine) is the Deputy Editor-in-Chief at Ukrayinskiy Tyzhden (Ukrainian Week). Before 
joining the publication, she worked on capital markets and finance projects that were supported by USAID. 
As a journalist. Anna reports on international affairs and Ukraine’s foreign policy, and she comments on 
domestic developments for foreign media outlets. Her commentaries have appeared at New Eastern Europe, 
Carnegie Europe, CIDOB, and El Confidencial. Anna graduated from Kyiv National Linguistic University 
with a degree in foreign languages.  

Tomas Liptak (Czech Republic) is the coordinator of strategic communications at the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of the Czech Republic. Before taking this position, Tomas was an aide to the Czech ambassador in 
Moscow (2014 to 2017). Prior to his work in Moscow, he was assigned to the Permanent Mission of the 
Czech Republic at the Organization of Security and Cooperation in Europe where he focused on security-
related issues including protracted conflicts, OSCE missions, the Western Balkans, and southeastern Europe. 
Tomas holds a PhD in Russian studies from the University of Konstanz. 



Kristjan Mäe (Estonia) is the Deputy Director of the International Co-operation Department at the 
Estonian Ministry of Defense where he focuses on defense policy planning, coordinating and participating in 
high level visits by foreign dignitaries and diplomats. Previously, Kristjan served as the US desk officer at the 
MOD, focusing on arms control, defense capacity building, and related issues. Kristjan earned a BA in 
government and politics from Tartu University and later his MA in international relations and history from 
Tartu University, Collegium Civitas, and West Virginia University. He is an Artillery Battalion reservist of the 
Estonian Defense Forces and was awarded the Golden Badge of the Estonian Ministry of Defense and 
Noble Patron of Armor (United States Armor Association of the United States Army). 

Olevs Nikers (Latvia) serves as a chief expert for the Ministry of Defense of Latvia. Since February 2016, 
Olevs has contributed as an analyst of the Baltic region and Eastern Europe for the Eurasia Daily Monitor—
a publication by The Jamestown Foundation. Olevs currently leads a Baltic security strategy project in 
collaboration with the Baltic American Freedom Foundation, The Jamestown Foundation, and the Latvian 
Political Scientist Association that is designed to encourage discussion among scholars and students on 
national, regional, and international security and strategy issues dealing with the Baltic States. A Fulbright 
alumnus, Olevs earned his MA in international affairs at the Bush School of Government and Public Service 
at Texas A&M University in 2016. 

Arnoldas Pikžirnis (Lithuania) is the National Security and Domestic Policy Advisor to the Prime Minister 
of Lithuania. Before the election of 2016, Arnoldas served as an adviser to the Minister of Interior on issues 
of migration and civil preparedness. Arnoldas received BA and MA degrees from Maastricht University in the 
Netherlands and King’s College London in the United Kingdom. During his studies, he was an active 
member of the Homeland Union - Lithuanian Christian Democratic party and a public activist in support of 
democratic developments in Ukraine. 

Paweł Zyzak (Poland) is the co-founder and president of the management board of the Strzelec Welfare 
Association and a member of the Program Council of the Association of Creators for the Rzeczpospolita. 
Recently, Pawel became the Vice President of Innovation Centre FIRE in Warsaw and Chief Expert on 
American Markets at the Polish Investment and Trade Agency. Pawel completed his studies in history at 
Jagiellonian University in Krakow in 2008. He was awarded his PhD from Adam Mickiewicz University in 
Poznan in 2015. Pawel is also the author of “Lech Wałęsa: Idea and History. Biography of Solidarity's 
legendary political leader to 1988,” “The Secret of the Wolf Ravine,” and “Domino Effect.”  

 

Summer 2018 

Attila Demkó (Hungary) works at Mandiner, a major Hungarian daily internet news 
portal as a senior columnist. He is the author of the book Bonefire (2018), which deals 
with possible Russian penetration and failed Western policies in Central and Eastern 
Europe. Dr. Demkó started his career as political advisor at the Security and Defence 
Policy Secretariat of the Hungarian Prime Minister’s Office in 1999 and went on to hold 
several positions at the Ministry of Defence of Hungary. Dr. Demkó holds an MA and 
PhD degree in history and an MA degree in political science from Eötvös Lóránd 
University of Budapest, Hungary.  



Rajmund Fekete (Hungary) is the head of department at the International 
Communications Office in the Cabinet Office of the Prime Minister of Hungary. 
Twice awarded the Hungarian State Scholarship, Mr. Fekete began his professional 
career as an intern for the minister of state for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy 
(2009-2010) and later went on to serve as press officer for the minister of state for 
Governmental Communications (2010-2012), and head of department for the Minister 
of State for Public Relations (2012-2013). He was the Chief of Press at the Public 
Foundation for Research on Central and Eastern European History and Society (2013-
2015) before becoming political advisor to the Hungarian government’s Spokesperson 

in 2015. He holds a master’s degree in history and the history of international relations from the University of 
Debrecen. 

Katrīne Ozoliņa-Žukovska (Latvia) has worked at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of the Republic of Latvia since 2005 where she currently holds the title of Second 
Secretary of NATO and European Security Policy Division, Security Policy 
Department. Formerly, she worked for seven years in the European Department - 
Baltic, Nordic Countries and Regional Cooperation Division. She was also posted to 
the Embassy of Latvia to Denmark for three years. Before joining the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, Ms. Ozoliņa-Žukovska was working as an advisor at the European 
Union (EU) Information Centre of the Saeima (Latvian Parliament) and later, in 2005, 
as an assistant to Mr Aldis Kušķis, Member of European Parliament Representing 
Latvia. Ms. Ozoliņa-Žukovska earned her Bachelor of Arts in international cultural 

relations and her masters in European Studies from University of Latvia in 2007.  

Sergiy Petukhov (Ukraine) is the current Deputy Minister of Justice for European 
integration of Ukraine (appointed on July 22, 2015). He started his professional career 
in the private sector, then became senior lecturer of the department of International 
Law of Kyiv Mohyla Academy. From February 2015 till July 2015 Mr. Petukhov 
worked as a local consultant of Eurasia Competitiveness Programme, OECD. In July 
2016, he was appointed as a National Coordinator for Ukraine’s Partnership with 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization in the Legal Sphere. Mr. Petukhov holds Master 
of Law degree from the University of Cambridge. 
 
 

Šárka Prát (Czech Republic) is currently working as Executive Director of the 
political think-tank Institute for Politics and Society, which was established by the 
Czech Prime Minister and serves the liberal political party Movement ANO. Prior to 
her current involvement with the Institute for Politics and Society, she worked as a 
project manager analyzing the potential trade relations between Latin America and the 
Visegrád Group from 2013 to 2014. Ms. Prát is a graduate of the University of 
Economics in Prague, Czech Republic and received her PhD in 2018 focusing on the 
issue of migration. 



Olena Trybushna (Ukraine) has worked as an editor in Ukraine since 2005. 
Currently, she serves as the Editor-in-Chief for 24 TV News Channel but has 
previously held editing positions at The Korrespondent Magazine and « Новое Время » 
(“New Time”), where she also published articles. Before entering journalism, Ms. 
Trybushna was the customer relations manager for TITAL company, a chief expert 
at the State Bureau of Consumer Protection, and an English-Russian interpreter at 
ECSMO Publishing. Ms. Trybushna earned her master’s degree in Consumer 
protection law from State University of Trades and Economics in 2001. She later 
attended the Ukrainian School of Political Studies from 2014 to 2015, where she 

studied economics for media and effective government.  

Greta Monika Tučkutė (Lithuania) is an advisor to the Minister of Defense of 
Lithuania. In 2005, Ms. Tučkutė established an independent think tank called Centre for 
Geopolitical Studies and has been running it for more than ten years. The Centre 
focuses on defense and security policy issues, geopolitical analysis, and energy security 
questions. She holds a BA degree in law and an MA degree in conflicts and sustainable 
peace studies, which she received at KU Leuven in Belgium. 

 
 
 

Mykhailo Zhernakov (Ukraine) is the director of the DEJURE Foundation, a lead 
expert on judicial reform, a Board member of Reanimation Package of Reforms 
(RPR), and a former judge from Kyiv, Ukraine. Dr. Zhernkov joined RPR as an 
independent expert in early March 2014 after the Revolution of Dignity. He later 
resigned from the position of a judge in Feb, 2015 to work on judicial reform full-
time. He has earned his Ph.D. in Law (Kyiv, 2009), LL.M. (Bologna, 2010), and 
Doctor of Law (Kyiv, 2016). In 2016, together with other experts on judiciary 
established DEJURE Foundation, an NGO that deals with judicial reform issues, 
including accountability of the judiciary, judicial governance, justice for children, and 

justice for business. 
 

Fall 2018 

Alexandra Baklanova (Ukraine) is a partner at pro.mova (since 2007), an 
independent think tank and consultancy, and a founding member of Nestor Group 
(since 2012),  a unique organization consisting of multi-disciplinary experts who work 
to establish Ukrainian reform agendas on a non-party basis. She is also a professor of 
strategy at Ukrainian Catholic University in Lviv and a supervisory board member of 
the UCU School of Management and Leadership. Additionally, Alexandra is a 
supervisory board member of Plast – the Ukrainian Scout Organization and a social 
investor of the Urban500 social entrepreneurship project in Kyiv. She has a master’s 
degree in business administration from the National University of Kyiv Mohyla 

Academy and a specialist degree in international economics from the East-Ukrainian State University. 
 



Jānis Beķeris (Latvia) works for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Latvia in the 
NATO and European Security Policy Division. His diplomatic background includes 
a strategic posting to Ankara, Turkey (2015–2018) where he served as the Deputy 
Head of Mission at the Latvian Embassy. As a strong Atlanticist, prior to joining the 
Diplomatic Service in 2011, Jānis worked on all issues related to cooperation with 
NATO defense planning and policy at the Ministry of Defense of Latvia. Jānis holds 
a bachelor’s degree in international relations from the International University 
Audentes in Estonia and a master’s degree in history from the University of Latvia.  
 

 
Andrzej Dąbrowski (Poland) is a U.S. Foreign Policy Analyst and Expert at the 
Polish Institute of International Affairs (PISM). Prior to this, Andrzej worked for 
two years as a foreign policy and business journalist for the newly created television 
station TVN24 Biznes i Świat. He also took part in an election observing mission 
to Russia during the 2012 elections. Andrzej earned his master’s degree in political 
science from the University of Warsaw, where he later earned his second master’s 
in history.  
 
 
 

Vitaliy Deynega (Ukraine) is the founder and CEO of the International Charity 
Fund "Come Back Alive", which brings concrete support to the Ukrainian military 
in the Russian-occupied zone. This causes him personally to travel frequently to the 
military zone. In addition, he is an influential public speaker and an anchorman on 
24TV’s "Undeclared war chronicles ". Before this, he worked as an expert in the 
Independent Defense Anti-Corruption Committee (Transparency International’s 
Security and Security Branch in Ukraine/ NAKO). Vitaliy received a degree in 
applied mathematics from National Technical University of Ukraine’s “Kyiv 
Polytechnic Institute”. He is currently working towards achieving his MBA from the 

International Management Institute MIM in Kyiv. He also has several qualification diplomas in IT.  
 

Roman Máca (Czech Republic) is as an analyst and project manager at the Institute 
for Politics and Society – a political think tank connected with the Czech Political 
Party ANO. He also runs a blog where he writes about the fact that Russia’s 
information warfare techniques are using the Czech Republic as a “laboratory” of 
sorts. Before this, he worked as an analyst for the European Values think tank’s 
Kremlin Watch Program. Roman earned his bachelor’s in international development 
studies at the Scientific Faculty of the Palacky University.  
 
 



Merle Maigre (Estonia) was the Director of the NATO Cooperative Cyber 
Defence Centre of Excellence (NATO CCDCOE) from September 2017 to 
September 2018. Prior to this post, Merle worked as Security Policy Advisor to the 
President of Estonia from 2012 to 2017 and from 2010 to 2012 she served as the 
Policy Advisor in the Policy Planning Unit in the Private Office of NATO Secretary 
General, Anders Fogh Rasmussen, in Brussels. Merle has also worked as a researcher 
at the International Centre for Defence and Security (ICDS), where she focused 
primarily on Ukraine policy and development, including the security situation in 
Crimea. She has also served as the Deputy Head of the NATO Liaison Office in 
Kyiv and at the NATO Department in Estonia’s Ministry of Defence to support the 

country’s NATO accession. Merle holds degrees from King’s College London, Middlebury College, and Tartu 
University. She has also studied at the Johns Hopkins SAIS Bologna Center and the Paris Institute of Political 
Studies or Sciences-Po. 
 

Andrii Osadchuk (Ukraine) is a member of the Kyiv City Council, where he serves 
as the Secretary to Law-Enforcement and Anticorruption Commission, while 
simultaneously acting as a member of a few selection committees to nominate 
directors of municipality enterprises. Before joining the local government, he served 
on the Kyivstar Management Board (the leading mobile carrier in Ukraine). While at 
Kyivstar, Andrii served as Chief Legal and Regulatory Officer of the company for 
over ten years. Aside from his current public role in City Council, Andrii continues 
to deal with telecom sector regulation as an official advisor to the Chairman of the 
Ukrainian Telecom Regulator. Andrii obtained his master’s in international law from 

the Ukrainian Institute of International Relations and International Law of Kyiv Shevchenko National 
University in 1993.  
 

Vita Ramanauskaite (Lithuania) is working in the Cabinet of the Defense Minister 
of Lithuania, as his PR Advisor. Before that, in 2009, Vita was appointed PR advisor 
to the Minister of Economy of the Republic of Lithuania. As a member of the 
Minister’s cabinet, she was part of the team that launched important economic 
reforms and contributed to the development of business facilitation measures, such 
as the Sunrise Commission, the red tape reduction initiative, the Investment 
Advisory Council – a high-level forum that brings together government leaders and 
chief executive officers of global companies, and other initiatives. Her other 
positions in the Lithuanian public sector include Head of Marketing at Invest 

Lithuania and spokesperson at Public Procurement Office. Vita graduated from Vilnius University with a degree 
in journalism and communications. 
 
 
Winter 2019 



Oleksandra (Sasha) Drik (Ukraine) is a Ukrainian anti-corruption activist and 
media personality. During the Revolution of Dignity, she joined the lustration 
movement to clean the government of ex-President Viktor Yanukovych under 
the Law on Government Cleansing (“lustration law”). In 2015-2018, she 
chaired the Board of an anti-corruption NGO, the “Civic Lustration 
Committee” (CLC), and became one of the nine NGO-founders of the Public 
Integrity Council. In 2018, she was elected a member of the Council of Civic 
Control of National Anti-Corruption Bureau (NABU). In 2017-2018, she 
worked as consultant of the EU Anti-Corruption Initiative in Ukraine 
(EUACI). In October 2018, Drik launched a weekly TV-show on the national 
Channel 24 featuring NABU detectives who tell the stories of their 

investigations. 
 
 

Dr. Dominik P. Jankowski (Poland) is a security policy expert, diplomat, think 
tanker, and social media aficionado. He currently serves as a political adviser and 
head of the Political Section at the Permanent Representation of Poland to 
NATO. He served as head of the OSCE and Eastern Security Unit at the Polish 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Chief Specialist for Crisis Management at the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, head of the International Analyses Division at the 
National Security Bureau of the Republic of Poland, and senior expert at the J5-
Strategic Planning Directorate of the General Staff of the Polish Armed Forces. 
 
 

 
 

Susan Lilleväli (Estonia) is an expert in strategic communications and currently 
serves as the Director of the Strategic Communications Department of the 
Estonian Ministry of Defense. Her job includes coordination of strategic 
communications among the Estonian Defense Forces, the Estonian Defense 
League, Centre for Defense Investments, Estonian Foreign Intelligence Service, 
the Estonian Defense Resources Board, and the War Museum. She founded A-
tiim Communications, which specializes in digital communication. She has also 
worked as the Advisor of Strategic Communications to the Minister at the 
Ministry of Defense. 

 
Jan Marian (Czech Republic) is a Czech diplomat working as the Strategic 
Communications Coordinator at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Czech 
Republic. Between 2014 and 2018, he was posted at the Czech Permanent 
Representation to the EU in Brussels where he covered Eastern Europe and 
Central Asia. Before joining the Foreign Ministry in 2008, Jan worked for several 
Czech NGOs and think-tanks, such as the Association for International Affairs, 
People in Need, Civic Belarus, and the Prague Security Studies Institute. 
 
 

 



Dr. Ernő Schaller-Baross (Hungary) is the Deputy State Secretary for 
International Relations at the Office of the Prime Minister of Hungary. He joined 
the youth organization of Fidesz in 2002 and the Youth Christian Democratic 
Alliance in 2008. He worked as advisor in Parliament and in the Ministry of 
Public Administration and Justice as a legal advisor to the Deputy Minister. He 
also was the International Director of the Foundation for a Civic Hungary, the 
party foundation of Fidesz, and advisor for international relations for Mr. 
Gergely Gulyás, then Vice Chairman of the National Assembly and later 
Parliamentary Group Leader of Fidesz. 

 
Inga Žilaitytė (Lithuania) is the head of the Bilateral and Multilateral 
Cooperation Section of the Defense Policy and Euro-Atlantic Cooperation 
Department at the Ministry of National Defense of Lithuania. Before, Žilaitytė 
served as the U.S. Desk Officer for the Euro-Atlantic Cooperation Department. 
Prior to that, she worked as a Desk Officer of Baltic states cooperation in the 
same department of the MoD. Before joining the Ministry of National Defense, 
Žilaitytė worked as a Clinical Trial Assistant at JSC “Medfiles”. Prior to that, she 
was a director of administration of Tarasas Sevcenka Charity and Support Fund 
and occupied a project manager position in the European Integration Studies 

Centre in Lithuania. 
 

Summer 2019 

Aurimė Bikelytė (Lithuania) is the Lithuanian Ministry of Defense’s Senior 
Advisor for the Defense Policy and Euro-Atlantic Cooperation Department. 
She advises on NATO defense priorities, international security developments, 
and the security policy priorities of key allies. She has worked for the MoD 
since 1999. Previously, she was Deputy Defense Adviser at the Lithuanian 
Permanent Delegation at NATO where she represented Lithuania’s position at 
the Defense Policy and Planning Committee and Operations Planning 
Committee. 

 
 

Pēteris Filipsons (Latvia) is in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Latvia, 
working as Third Secretary in the NATO and European Security Policy 
Division covering transatlantic security issues. In 2012, he began working for 
the MFA’s Arms Control Division and was temporarily posted to the UN, 
Permanent Mission of Latvia in New York. There, he participated in UN-
based disarmament and non-proliferation meetings. In 2015, he was posted to 
the Permanent Delegation of Latvia to NATO, where he worked for three 
years and took part in preparations of two NATO Summits as well as the 
NATO Leaders’ Meeting in 2017. In February 2018, he was awarded a 
Diploma of Honor from the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Latvia for excellent 
work in the Foreign Service. 

 
 



Marge Mardisalu-Kahar (Estonia) has worked in Estonia’s Foreign Service 
since 1996 and currently serves as the Deputy Head of Mission at the Estonian 
Embassy in Berlin. From 2013-2016, she served as the Director of the 
Estonian Center of Eastern Partnership, in particularly focusing on Ukraine 
and Georgia. From 2011-2013, she served at the Estonian Permanent 
Representation in Brussels and was the delegate to the COEST working group, 
responsible for coordinating relations with EaP countries and Russia, as well 
as the European Neighborhood Policy. During the Estonian participation at 
the ISAF (2008-2009), she was responsible for Afghanistan and Pakistan and 
was appointed as the Point of Contact for internal coordination in the 

Estonian government. 
 

Márton Veisz (Hungary) is from the Prime Minister’s Office in Hungary, 
where he works as a Foreign Policy Advisor to the Minister. His responsibility 
is analyzing political developments of the West, with a special focus on the 
United States’ relations with Hungary. Before joining the government, Veisz 
worked at the conservative think-tank Nézőpont Intézet and in the European 
Parliament. In 2015, he joined the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade where 
he oversaw various projects and worked on political analysis. He joined the 
campaign team of Fidesz during the 2018 General Elections, which led to him 
working in the PM’s Office following the elections.   
 

 
Jakub Wiech (Poland) works as the lead energy security expert and Deputy 
Chief Editor for Energetyka24, part of Defense24.pl. He writes on regional 
energy issues, an expertise that he has achieved after working in the energy 
sector at the Energy Regulatory Office and at the Embassy of Norway. 
Covering the most sensitive energy security challenges and working with the 
key stakeholders and decision-makers of Polish energy policy, his work has 
been recognized on both the national and international levels. His publications 
include an interview book with representatives of the Polish underground 
opposition from the eighties and he is currently focusing on German energy 
policy transformation. Wiech is also the recipient of several regional and 

national awards in oratory, history, journalism, and business. 
 

Olga Zykova (Ukraine) works in the Ministry of Finance of Ukraine as the 
Head of Department on International Relations, Communications, and 
Analytics, where she has worked since March 2015. Her prior responsibilities 
include the position of advisor to the Deputy Minister for European 
Integration, advisor to the First Deputy Minister, and advisor to the Minister 
of Finance. Prior to this, she worked as a senior analyst and advisor on foreign 
affairs in Investment Promotion Office “UkraineInvest”, the asset manager in 
big Ukrainian asset management companies and investment agencies, as well 
as expert assistant in OSCE/ODIHR. With a PhD in Economics, she has 
published analytical pieces and worked as a senior lecturer at the Taras 
Shvechenko National University of Kyiv and in the International University 

of Human Development “Ukraine”. 
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